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INTRODUCTION:

The passage of the Customs Modernization Act (Mod Act) in 1993 provided the framework for a
partnership between the importing public and Customs.  Under the Mod Act, Customs and the importer
share the responsibility for compliance with trade laws and regulations.  The importer is responsible for
declaring the value, classification and rate of duty applicable to entered merchandise and Customs is
responsible for informing the importer of his rights and responsibilities under the law.

Customs is committed to providing the importer with all the information needed to be in compliance with
Customs laws and regulations. To fulfill this commitment, Customs is making available on its Web Site
(www.customs.gov), the documents commonly referred to as the ″CAT KIT.″  They are the same
handbooks, audit program, sampling plans and guidelines that Regulatory Auditors and other Customs
specialists on a Compliance Assessment Team (CAT) use to conduct a compliance assessment and
follow up.  Providing the CAT KIT to the trade is intended to help importers prepare for a compliance
assessment and conduct assessments of the company′s own Customs systems. 

The index, which immediately follows this introduction, allows the user to select the other CAT KIT files
as needed.  The documents most frequently requested from Customs by importers are the audit
program, Exhibit 2, which includes the detailed audit steps used to conduct a compliance assessment
and Exhibits 3 through 18, the statistical sampling plans, used to test individual trade areas.  Each
sampling plan includes the criteria, sampling universe, and what constitutes an error for a trade area,
(e.g. quantity, classification, etc.) and describes how errors are evaluated.  The titles of other exhibits
are self-explanatory.



Cat KIT Exhibit 1

CAT KIT INDEX

Exhibit 1 Summary of Significant Changes

Exhibit 2 Compliance Assessment (Audit) Program

Exhibit 3 Compliance Assessment Sampling Plan - Classification

Exhibit 4 Compliance Assessment Sampling Plan - Quantity

Exhibit 5A Compliance Assessment Sampling Plan - Trade Agreements – GSP

Exhibit 5B Compliance Assessment Sampling Plan - Trade Agreements – CBI

Exhibit 6 Compliance Assessment Sampling Plan - Transaction Value (Reported)

Exhibit 7 Compliance Assessment Sampling Plan - Transaction Value (Unreported)

Exhibit 8 Compliance Assessment Sampling Plan - Record keeping

Exhibit 9 Compliance Assessment Sampling Plan - 9801.00.10

Exhibit 10 Compliance Assessment Sampling Plan - 9802.00.40 and 9802.00.50

Exhibit 11 Compliance Assessment Sampling Plan - 9802.00.60 (Metal Articles Exported for Processing)

Exhibit 12 Compliance Assessment Sampling Plan - 9802.00.80 (Articles Assembled Abroad)

Exhibit 13 Compliance Assessment Sampling Plan - 9802.00.90  (U.S. Formed and Cut Textile Fabric
Assembled in Mexico)

Exhibit 14A Compliance Assessment Sampling Plan - Anti-dumping/Countervailing Duties (03 and 07
Entries)

Exhibit 14B Compliance Assessment Sampling Plan - Undisclosed Anti-dumping/Countervailing Duties

Exhibit 15 Compliance Assessment Sampling Plan - Bonded Warehouses

Exhibit 16 Compliance Assessment Sampling Plan - Foreign Trade Zones

Exhibit 17 Compliance Assessment Sampling Plan - Transshipment

Exhibit 18 Compliance Assessment Sampling Plan - Additional Sampling Issues

Exhibit 19 General Questionnaire for Compliance Assessments

Exhibit 20 EDP Questionnaire for Compliance Assessments

Exhibit 21 Authority to Audit

Exhibit 22 Importer Documents Requested During the Compliance Assessment

Exhibit 23 Common Importer Errors Identified During Compliance Assessments

Exhibit 24 Record keeping Compliance Handbook

Exhibit 25 Record keeping Policy for Compliance Assessments and Production of (a)(1)(A) List Records
                                                                                                 

Exhibit 26 Confidential Information Disclosure Letter
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Exhibit 27 Compliance Assessment Process Outline

Exhibit 28 Advance Conference Meeting Confirmation Letter

Exhibit 29 Account Profiles

Exhibit 30 Compliance Improvement Plan Kit

Exhibit 31 Prior Disclosures During a Compliance Assessment

Exhibit 32 Compliance Rates and Compliance Risk Categories

Exhibit 33 Completion Date Procedures and Line Authority for Resolving Importer Issues During
Compliance Assessments

Exhibit 34 Importer of Record Versus Ultimate Consignee Entries

Exhibit 35 Resolving "Gray Areas" of Harmonized Tariff Schedule (HTS)  Classification and Classification
Referral Procedures to the National Import Specialist

Exhibit 36 A Guide for Supporting General System of Preferences (GSP) Claims

Exhibit 37 Mutually Acceptable Timetable for Compliance Assessments

Exhibit 38 Treatment of Informal Entries in a Compliance Assessmen


